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SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

By: KristineScribner, Chair Programs Committee 

WLS was pleased to host Sacramento 

Mayor Elect Darrell Steinberg at the 

September luncheon.  Mr. Steinberg 

was the California Senate President 

pro Tempore and a leader of the Cali-

fornia State Senate from 2008 to 

2014.  In fact, he was the first  

Sacramentan to become a member of 

the California State 

Senate.  Mr. Stein-

berg is both a poli-

tician and a lawyer 

and obtained his 

law degree from 

U.C. Davis School 
of Law.  Impres-

sively, Mr. Stein-

berg has served 

twenty years in 

public service.  He 

shared his vision of 

the ever evolving 

City of Sacramento 

with us during our 

luncheon.  

 

Mr. Steinberg became involved in pub-

lic service as the first president of the 

Tahoe Park Neighborhood Associa-

tion.  It was during this time he was 

encouraged to run for City Council.  

During the luncheon, he impressed 

upon us that we should all be pre-

pared because we never know where 

our life is going to lead us and that we 

should be ready to walk through a 

door of opportunity even on a mo-

ment’s notice.   

 

Mr. Steinberg expressed his desires to 

build a modern economy (including 

addressing the needs of children and 

preschools), issues of gender, race 

and ethnic equality, building a safer 

and user friendly courthouse. 

 

Continued on page 4 

Jennifer Hartman King & Mayor Elect Darrell Steinberg 
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Women Lawyers of Sacramento Hosts 23rd Annual  

ArtFest 

       By: Katie Nystrom  

On the evening of September 22, 2016, over 200 local judges, practitioners, and law students 

gathered at the Verge Center for the Arts for Women Lawyers of Sacramento’s 23rd Annual 

ArtFest.  The Development Committee moved the event to a new location this year – the 

Verge – after several successful years at the California Museum.  At the Verge, attendees were 

able to completely immerse themselves in art, moving through giant sculptures and different 

rooms filled to the ceiling with art selections by the Verge’s art exhibitors.  Attendees were 

also able to purchase art by one (or more!) of ArtFest’s seven exhibiting artists.  It truly was 

an “Artfest.” 

 

It wouldn’t be ArtFest without the immensely popular silent auction, which was better than 

ever this year.  WLS board members stacked the auction deck with wonderful and unique 

items for bid.  The silent auction also featured several pieces of art by ArtFest’s exhibiting 

artists, as well as art by attorneys and other individuals in the community.  Funds raised from 

ArtFest go to the WLS Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation that pro-

vides financial assistance to qualified law students and local community organizations.  Art-

Fest is the Foundation’s only fundraising event, and all net proceeds from the event fund the 

Foundation’s community grants and scholarships. 

 

After some slight persuasion by the Honorable Art Scotland (ret.), ArtFest’s ever-popular 

emcee, attendees halted their silent auction perusing and gathered to offer money donations 

to the WLS Foundation.  WLS President Jennifer Hartman King rounded out the evening by 

bringing the audience back to the reason for the event– awarding the Jean McEvoy Scholar-

ship and nine community grants funded with money raised from last year’s ArtFest. 

On behalf of WLS, the Development Committee would like to thank all ArtFest sponsors, 

donors, and artists for their generous, and continued, support.  We hope to see you all next 

year, at WLS’s 24th annual ArtFest! 

Justice Art Scotland (ret.), Tony Stone & Ann Kanter 

WLS President Jennifer Hartman King with this year’s community grant  

recipients 
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Helping Us Help Ourselves  
By: Amy O’Neill, CAR Committee 

In the final weeks before the 2016 United States 

Presidential election, we are in an incredibly im-

portant moment in history. No matter where we 

each stand on the political spectrum in our beliefs, at 

least one thing seems very clear: It is critical that we 

all exercise our right to vote.  

 

According to many widely accepted polls, women 

have an unprecedented amount of influence on the 

outcome of this election. This month, two maps 

shared by Five Thirty-Eight’s Nate Silver showed the 

likely general election results if only men voted  

versus if only women voted. The results were dra-

matic, with opposite candidates winning in an incredi-

ble landslide in each scenario. In response to these 
calculations, the following hashtag began trending on 

Twitter: #Repealthe19th. This tweet promotes the  

position that the Constitutional Amendment that 

gave women the right to vote in 1920 should be  

repealed in an effort to influence the outcome of the 

Presidential election. There are so many extraordi-

narily disturbing aspects of this year’s election, and 

this is one that is particularly offensive to our mission 

as an organization.  

 

Women Lawyers of Sacramento is premised on the 

belief that women deserve equal rights, respect and 

opportunities in the workplace and in society at large. 

Many people before us marched, 

fought, suffered and even died to pre-

serve our democratic society and to 

expand to all Americans the rights 

guaranteed by the Constitution.  

Consistent with WLS’s premise and in 

gratitude to those who fought for the 

19th Amendment, it is my hope that on 

November 8th, no matter how we each 

cast our vote, we will vote in record 

numbers to demonstrate how much 

we value the right to participate in our 

great democracy. 

 

Thank you to all of you who supported 

and attended WLS’s 2016 ArtFest last 

month. ArtFest is our annual event to raise money to 

fund grants and awards offered to deserving individu-

als and charitable organizations. This year, it was a 

resounding success, thanks in large part to your  

support. I also would like to express a special thank 

you to the incredible members of our Development 

Committee (Co-Chairs Corrie Manning and Katie 

Nystrom, and Vice-Chairs Kristen Benadom, Nicole 

Egan & Coell Simmons) for their hard work planning 

this wonderful event.  

 

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month, and WLS is pleased to welcome two speakers 

to this month’s luncheon: Nilda Valmores, Executive 

Director of My Sister’s House and Sacramento  

County Deputy District Attorney Sonia Satchell. 
They will discuss domestic violence and its intersec-

tions with race, sexual assault and human trafficking in 

our community. Please join us for this important top-

ic at noon on Thursday, October 27, 2016, at Lucca 

Restaurant and Bar, 1615 J Street, Sacramento.   

 

WLS is very excited to host its annual Supreme 

Court Reception, which will be held on Tuesday,  

November 1, 2016, in the Stanley Mosk Library and 

Courts Building Foyer at 914 Capitol Mall,  

Sacramento. Tickets are on sale now. We look for-

ward to seeing you there! 

 

 

President’s Corner 
By: Jennifer Hartman King 

(Maps from http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/election-update

-women-are-defeating-donald-trump/) 
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Helping Us Help Ourselves  
By: Amy O’Neill, CAR Committee 

With this, he has four areas that make up his vision 

for the future of Sacramento.  First, Sacramento 

should be branded in terms other than just a govern-

ment town and that it is destination in and of itself.  

The Sacramento region has strong roots in  

California’s agriculture and is the farm to fork capitol 

of the world.  Our children and future generations 

should want to live here and invest in the City of  

Sacramento.   

 

Second, we must actively address our homeless 

issues.  We cannot accept that we have a home-

less population and fail to actively help the  

homeless.  We need to provide (1) assertive out-

reach to the homeless, (2) services to them, (3) 
case management services and (4) permanent 

housing.  This includes providing adequate trained  

social workers to the homeless so that no one is 

overlooked.  This would drastically reduce our 

homeless population, including children, mentally 

ill, transition age youth and families, perhaps by 

one-half or three-fourths.   

 

Third, Mr. Steinberg believes that we should  

invest in our youth. and provide them with year-

round paid internships that will give them relevant  

experience and an applicable introduction to the 

work place.  Our parks and recreation and preschool 

should be improved and built up to support children 

and their social welfare.  

 

Forth, our efforts should be regional and that we 

should work with neighboring governments  

collaboratively to instill this vision.  For example, the 

homeless population is not unique or isolated to the 

City of Sacramento and exists in our neighboring cit-

ies and counties.  We must work with other regional 

governments to improve our community as a whole. 

 

Mr. Steinberg is looking forward to his time serving 

as the Mayor of Sacramento.  Women Lawyers of 

Sacramento sincerely thanks Mayor-Elect Darrell 

Steinberg for speaking and sharing his vision for  

Sacramento with us.  It was an honor to host Mr. 

Steinberg and we wish him the best during his term 

as the Mayor of Sacramento.    

September Luncheon Highlights Continued...   



 

 

 

 

 

October Luncheon: 
Domestic violence: the intersections with race, sexual assault, and  

human trafficking 
Featuring Nilda Valmores, Executive Director of My Sister’s House, and 

Sacramento County Deputy District Attorney Sonia Satchell 
 

Come join us for National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, as Nilda 
Valmores, Executive Director of My Sister’s House and Deputy District At-
torney Sonia Satchell discuss the issues of domestic violence and the inter-
actions with race, sexual assault and human trafficking in our  
community. 
. 
 

WHEN: October 27, 2016 
WHERE:  Lucca Restaurant and Bar, 1615 J Street, Sacramento   
TIME: 12:00-1:15 p.m.  

 

 

MENU:  Far ro Salad with Chicken, Stuffed Sweet Peppers, Spicy Penne with Sausage or  Roast Beef Sandwich .  
Each menu item comes with choice of soda or iced tea.   
 
COST: $30.00 for  current WLS members, Past Presidents of WLS, and Judges; $35.00 for  all others, except law 
students, whose cost is $25.00.  Without advance reservation, it may not be possible to get the entrée of your choice. 
 
RSVP with menu choice online at www.womenlawyers-sacramento.org  (please use the Note function to identify 
name of attendee and menu choice) or with confirmation of mailed check to Kelly Babineau at kbabi-
neau@klblawoffice.net.   Please mail your  check, payable to WLS, with menu choice for receipt by October 26, 
2016 to WLS, Attn: Luncheon, P.O. Box 936, Sacramento, CA 95812.  Please indicate if you are a current WLS member, 
past president, or judge on the check.  WLS is charged for  cancellations.  Payments must be received in advance 
and are not refundable.  Seating at the door is subject to availability.  
 

This Program qualifies for MCLE credits  

Please bring any unused toiletries and women's personal items to the luncheon for donation to Maryhouse, a non-profit organiza-
tion that helps homeless women and children. 
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Congratulations to the following Women Lawyers of Sacramento members on being selected by the Sacra-

mento Business Journal’s Best of the Bar.   The Sacramento Business Journal selects a broad selection of at-

torneys who have been nominated and vetted b a panel of their peers.   
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Nominations can be made at: 

 

 

 Kelly Babineau, The Law Office of Kelly Babi-

neau, APC 

 Kimberly Buchholz, Law Office of Kimberly 

Buchholz 

 June Coleman, Kronick, Moskovitz, 

Tiedemann & Girard  

 Kresta Daly, Barth Daly LLP (Super Lawyer) 

 Jennifer Duggan, Duggan Law Corporation  

 Jenifer Hartman King, King Williams LLP  

 Jean M. Hobler 

 Elizabeth Jackson, Delfino Madden O'Malley 

Coyle & Koewler, LLP  

 Heather Johnston, Trainor Fairbrook  

 Melissa Jones, Stoel Rives, LLP 

 Kimberly Lucia, Boutin Jones Inc.  

 Jennifer Madden, Delfino Madden O'Malley 

Coyle & Koewler, LLP  

 Kelly Pope, Downey Brand LLP 

 Megan A. Rowe, Daponde Szabo Rowe PC  

 Meghan Covert Russell, Parker & Covert LLP 

 Nancy Sheehan, Porter Scott, A Professional 

Corporation  

 Tina Thomas, Thomas Law Group  

 Lizbeth West, Weintraub Tobin Chediak Cole-

man Grodin  

http://www.superlawyers.com/about/nominations.html
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Helping Us Help Ourselves  
By: Amy O’Neill, CAR Committee 

The Conference of California Bar Associations 

(CCBA) provides a unique forum for California law-

yers to work together to deliberate and discuss pro-

posals for new laws and to advance critical amend-

ments to existing laws. This 

year-long process begins with 

members of each bar associa-

tion, with the assistance and 

guidance of the bar associa-

tion, drafting resolutions for 

legislation they would like to 

see adopted and enacted into 

law. Once the process of cre-
ating, editing, and voting on 

proposed resolutions within 

each of the bar associations is 

completed, representatives 

from each bar association—

known as delegates—come 

together for an annual confer-

ence to vote on all of the res-

olutions. Those resolutions 

that receive a majority of del-

egate votes at the conference 

are then pursued in the Legis-

lature.  

 

Each year, Women Lawyers of Sacramento (WLS) 

sends delegates to the CCBA Conference to further 

WLS’ interests by participating in this process and 

introducing or supporting resolutions in line with its 

mission.  

 

Delegates Lauren Foust Sorokolit, Louinda V. Lacey, 

and Roxanne Strohmeier, represented WLS at this 

year’s conference in San Diego on September 30 – 

October 2, 2016.  

While WLS did not introduce any resolutions in 

2016, the Legislation and Bar Delegation Committee 

reviewed all of the proposed resolutions in the 

months leading up to the conference, and—via WLS’ 

three conference delegates—ensured that WLS’ 

voice was included in the discussion and represented 

in the voting process.  

 

Consistent with past years, resolutions were pro-

posed in diverse areas of law, covering a myriad of 

topics. Two resolutions, 07-

03-2016 and 05-05-2016—

both of which received a 

majority vote at the confer-

ence — may be of particular 

interest to WLS members.  

 

Resolution 07-03-2016 pro-

posed adding Evidence 
Code section 1162 and de-

leting section 782.1 in order 

to provide that condoms 

shall not be admissible as 

evidence of prostitution. It 

was advanced in response 

to the legislative enactment 

of Evidence Code section 

782.1 in 2014, which per-

mits a prosecutor in a pros-

titution case to use the de-

fendant’s possession of con-

doms as evidence of prostitution. It is intended to 

eliminate the disincentive to use condoms that sec-

tion 782.1 created, and to promote the safety of sex 

workers. 

 

Resolution 05-05-2016 proposed the addition of 

Health and Safety Code section 118600 which would 

designate “single water closets” as all gender toilet 

facilities. It was introduced to address the fact that 

for places of business or places of public accommoda-

tion with only one water closet, current law does not 

address the needs of transgender and gender-

nonconforming individuals, people with disabilities or 

limited mobility, parents, caretakers, and nursing 

mothers.  

 

2016 California Conference of Bar Associations’  

Conference of Delegates  

By Roxanne Strohmeier, Vice-Chair Legislation & Bar Delegations Committee 

WLS Board members, Lauren Foust Sorokolit and Roxanne Strohmeier, 
with past President, Diane Wasznicky, recipient of the 2016 Jim Pfeiffer 
Philanthropy Award. Photo by Andi Liebenbaum 

                Continued on page 8 

http://calconference.org/html/wp-content/Resolutions/All_2015_Resolutions.pdf
http://calconference.org/html/wp-content/Resolutions/All_2015_Resolutions.pdf
http://calconference.org/html/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Series-7-Criminal-Law-II.pdf
http://calconference.org/html/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Series-5-Miscellaneous.pdf
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Helping Us Help Ourselves  
By: Amy O’Neill, CAR Committee 

For example, transgender and gender nonconforming 

individuals are frequently harassed in gender-specific 

bathrooms; people with disabilities or limited mobility 

are often forced to navigate public spaces in search of 

gender specific single-occupancy 

restrooms; parents and caretak-

ers often have to decide which 

gender-specific bathroom to use 

with children or adults in their 

care who are of a different gen-

der; and, nursing mothers may 

prefer to use a private space to 

breastfeed or pump, rather than 

a multi-stall public place. To 

these ends, resolution 05-05-
2016 is intended to decrease 

harassment of transgender and 

gender-non conforming individu-

als, and to increase access for 

these groups, as well as people 

with disabilities or limited  

mobility, parents, caretakers, and 

nursing mothers.  

 

Both resolutions passed at the conference and are 

now in the experienced hands of CCBA lobbyist,  

Larry Doyle, who will pursue a legislative author to 

carry them through the Legislature.  

 

Another highlight of this year’s conference was an 

exceptional speaker panel that included WLS mem-

ber and 2015 WLS CCBA delegate, Sosan Madanat, 

the Executive Director of the Foundation for Democ-

racy and Justice. While we missed having Ms. Madanat 

at our delegate table this year, we were certainly 

proud to see her on the center stage. Ms. Madanat 

joined Justice Judith McConnell of the 4th Appellate 

District, and California Supreme Court Chief Justice, 

Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye, on a panel that addressed the 

importance of civic education and engagement in  

California schools, and highlighted some of the critical 

work the Foundation for Democracy and Justice, and 

the Power of Democracy are doing to improve ac-

cess to civic education in our communities. 

 

Finally, this year’s WLS Delegates had the honor of 

attending the CCBA Chair’s Celebration of  

Excellence, an evening reception and awards ceremo-

ny. Among the prestigious awards CCBA gives every 

year, is the Jim Pfeiffer Philanthropy 

Award. Each year, the Pfeiffer Award is 

given to individuals who best exemplify 

Mr. Pfeiffer’s—the founding Executive 

Director of the Foundation of the 

State Bar of California—“extraordinary 

legacy of integrity, giving, service, and 

professional excellence.” This year’s 

ceremony was especially exciting  

because one of the two Pfeiffer  

recipients, was past WLS President 
Diane E Wasznicky.  

 

As a State Bar of California Family Law 

Specialist, Ms. Wasznicky is one of the 

“foremost leaders in the area of family 

law in California.” In honoring Ms. 

Wasznicky’s extraordinary career, 

CCBA noted that, “in this year of the 

‘woman’ nationally and politically, Diane has been at 

the forefront of women’s issues in the practice of 

law.” She has served on the Board of Directors of the 

Sacramento Women’s Network and the California 

Women Lawyers Association, as the co-founder and 

former President of the Sacramento Area Feminist 

Legal Services, and as a President of WLS. 

 

Ms. Wasznicky’s inspiring acceptance speech included 

recognition of WLS’ legacy of contributions to 

CCBA, from her first year as a CCBA Delegate when 

she and Delegate Barbara Yonemura introduced—

and passed—nine resolutions on behalf of WLS, to 

our committee’s participation at this year’s  

conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 California Conference of Bar Associations’  

Conference of Delegates Continued... 

                Continued on page 8 

WLS Board member, Roxanne Strohmeier, proposing a 

friendly amendment to a resolution on behalf of WLS 

https://fdjca.org/
http://www.powerofdemocracy.org/civic-learning/
http://www.divorcepage.com/Attorneys/Diane-E-Wasznicky.shtml
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Helping Us Help Ourselves  
By: Amy O’Neill, CAR Committee 

As a WLS board member and woman in the early 

stages of my career, I am inspired by Ms. Waszicky’s 

exceptional accomplishments and dedication, and am 

proud to be a part of an organization with such a 

longstanding and consistent legacy of extraordinary 

leadership and commitment to improving and ex-

panding women’s rights and opportunities. Please join 

us in congratulating Ms. Wasnicky, recipient of the 

2016 Pfeiffer Philanthropy Award, for this incredible 

achievement.  

 

Overall, this year’s conference 

was a success. WLS was able 

to once again contribute its 

perspective and to support 

the advancement into law of 

resolutions that align with our 

mission.  

 

We hope you will join us in 

advancing the WLS mission at 

next year’s CCBA conference.  

Historically, resolutions pro-

posed by WLS members have 

not only passed, but have ulti-

mately changed California law 

to support women and children 

in our state, and to improve 

the status of women in society. For example, in 2015, 
20 bills that began as proposed CCBA resolutions 

were enacted into law. Among them was Assembly 

Bill No. 1791 (“AB 1791”), which was based on a res-

olution introduced by WLS Vice-President, Sonia Fer-

nandes. AB 1791 increases penalties for individuals 

who solicit and/or pay for sex with minors under Cal-

ifornia’s disorderly conduct statute, Penal Code Sec-

tion 647. The success of AB 1791 continues to in-

spire me, and illustrates how powerful the CCBA fo-

rum can be in facilitating legislative change and work-

ing to improve and advance the status of women in 

society. 

 

The date and location of the next conference has yet  

 

to be announced, but we will continue to provide 

WLS members with CCBA updates throughout the 

year.   

 

If you have ideas for a resolution that furthers or sup-

ports the mission of WLS, please contact any of the 

members of our Legislation & Bar Delegations Com-

mittee. Because the deadline to submit resolutions to 

CCBA is in January, we kindly ask that you contact us 

by the end of the November to ensure we have suffi-

cient time to research, draft, and present 

potential resolutions to the WLS Board of  

Directors for approval.  

 

Please feel free to contact me at 

rstrohmeier@ucdavis.edu if you have any 

question about this year’s CCBA Confer-

ence.  

2016 California Conference of Bar Associations’  

Conference of Delegates Continued... 

WLS Board members, Lauren Foust Sorokolit and 

http://womenlawyers-sacramento.org/about-us/board-members/
http://womenlawyers-sacramento.org/about-us/board-members/
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PADI
Pacific Association of Domestic Insurance Companies 

Diversity Certification  
Workshop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 15, 2016 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
University of the Pacific  

Vereschagin Alumni House 
1022 Dave Brubeck Way 

Stockton, CA 95211 
 

With 
 

Insurance Commissioner, Dave Jones 
California Department of Insurance 

 
&  
 

Cecil Plummer, President 
Western Regional Minority  

Supplier Development Counsel 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
RSVP to PADIC by calling 916-231-1504 

presents  



 

If you are not currently a member of Women Lawyers of Sacramento, please consider joining this incredi-

ble organization.  WLS is premised on the belief that women deserve equal rights, respect and opportuni-

ties in the workplace and society at large.  Founded in 1962, WLS reaches beyond the practice of law by 

promoting the interest of women in the community.  Membership is open to all judges, lawyers and law 

students.  If you are a current member, please visit our website to review all of the wonderful resources 

available to you. 

 

Please contact one of our co-chairs, Carmen-Nicole Cox (carmeniclecox@gmail.com) or Heather Johnston 

(hjohnston@trainorfairbrook.com) for more information or  visit our website at http://womenlawyers-

sacramento.org/ 

 
 

Page 12 WLS October 2016 Newsletter 

CALIFORNIA WOMEN LAWYERS 

 

MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL 
 

Have you been meaning to join or renew with CWL? Wait no longer. CWL is offering a 
membership special now.  Join or renew for 2017 and get the remainder of 2016, free 
of charge. That is 17 months of membership for the price of 12!   

Get the most of this offer and apply/renew now. 

Visit the following link for more information:  

 
https://californiawomenlawyerscaassoc.wliinc28.com/external/wcpages/

Membership/Join_CWL_Now.aspx 
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WLS Accepts & Publishes Readers’ Announcements 
 

 

 

 

 
If you have an announcement to share with the WLS members, please email the Newsletter Co-Chairs, 
Meghan Covert Russell at mrussell@parkercovert.com and Latika Sharma at Lati-

ka.Sharma@DMHC.CA.GOV.   We will endeavor to publish your announcement in an upcoming edition of 

the WLS Newsletter (space permitting).   

 

The submission deadline for each issue is the 1st of that month.  

 

Please attach any digital photos or art that you would like to accompany your post.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2016 Luncheon  

Schedule: 
 October 27 

 November 17 

 December 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1615 J Street, Sacramento, CA 
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WOMEN LAWYERS OF SACRAMENTO 

Mission Statement:  Women Lawyers of Sacramento supports and encourages every woman lawyer in her career aspirations and helps promote a society 

that places no limits on where a woman’s skills and talent can take her.  Women Lawyers of Sacramento dedicates itself to (1) promoting the full and equal 
participation of women lawyers and judges in the legal profession, (2) maintaining the integrity of our legal system by advocating principles of fairness and 
equal access to justice, (3) improving the status of women in our society and (4) advocating for equal rights, reproductive choice, equal opportunity and pay 

for women, and current social, political, economic, or legal issues of concern to the members of Women Lawyers of Sacramento.  
Foundation Mission Statement:  Women Lawyers of Sacramento Foundation is the charitable arm of Women Lawyers of Sacramento.  This charitable 
organization seeks to address the unmet needs of women and children and raises funds to support legal educational opportunities and community programs 

that satisfy these needs. 

Principles:     Women Lawyers of Sacramento is premised on the belief that women deserve equal rights, respect and opportunities in the workplace and 

in society at large.  Women Lawyers of Sacramento endeavors to support and enhance the participation and representation of women in significant leader-
ship and management positions in the legal profession.  Women Lawyers of  Sacramento also strives to eliminate all forms of bias, discrimination, and harass-
ment, including all forms of violence against women and children, and supports diversity in the legal profession, in legal education, and in society in gen-

eral.  We work toward these goals through mentoring, legislative and administrative advocacy, community service, networking, educational seminars, and 
open forums of discussion focused on advancing and supporting women.   

2016 WLS BOARD 
PRESIDENT 
Jennifer Hartman King 

King Williams LLP 
jhartmanking@KingWilliamsLaw.com   
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Sonia Fernandes 
Department of Managed Health Care 

Sonia.Fernandes@dmhc.ca.gov 
 
SECRETARY 
Kelly Pope 

Downey Brand 
kpope@downeybrand.com 
 

TREASURER 

Kim Garner 
Cornerstone Estate Law Corporation 

Kkakavas@gmail.com 
 
CAREER ADVANCEMENT AND  

RETENTION 
Amy O’Neill 
Boutin Jones, Inc. 

aoniell@boutinjones.com 
 
Kim Buchholz 
Law Offices of Kimberly Buchholz 

kim@kbestatelaw.com 
 
Melissa Borrelli 

Western Health Advantage 
borrellimelissa@gmail.com 
 

Allison Callaghan Walsh 
Nossaman LLP  
acallaghan@nossaman.com 

 
DEVELOPMENT 
Katie Nystrom  

Department of Resources Recycling 
and Recovery (CalRecycle) 
Katie.Nystrom@calrecycle.ca.gov  
 

Corrie Manning 
California League of Cities 
cmanning@cacities.org 

 
 
 

 
 

Kristen Benadom 
FolioDynamix 

kbenadom@gmail.com 
 
GRANTS & AWARDS 

Elizabeth Dietzen Olsen 
Senate Office of Research  
Elizabeth.dietzenolsen@sen.ca.gov 

 
Tara Rojas 
Goyette & Associates Inc 
tara@goyette-assoc.com 

 
Amy Halloran 
Sutter Health 

HallorAH@sutter health.org 

 
Vanessa Hunter 

Pollara Law Group 
vh@pollara-law.com  
 

JUDICIAL & OTHER APPOINTMENTS 
Stephanie Ogren 
Delfino Madden O’Malley Coyle &  

Koewler, LLP  
sogren@delfinomadden.com 
 
Kristin Blocher 

kablocher@gmail.com 
 
LEGISLATION & BAR DELEGATION 

Lauren Foust Sorokolit 
Molina HealthCare 
Lauren.Foust@MolinaHealthCare.com 

 
Louinda Lacey 
Law Office of Louinda V. Lacey 

lvlacey@lacey-law.com  
 
Jackie Limbo Sueyres 

Tiza Serrano Thompson & Associates 

jackie.sueyres.tr9t@statefarm.com  
 

Roxanne Strohmeier 
rstrohmeier@ucdavis.edu 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Heather Johnston 
Trainor Fairbrook 
hjohnston@trainorfairbrook.com 

 
 

Carmen-Nicole Cox 
Governor’s Office 

carmennicolecox@gmail.com 
 
Alanna Lungren  

King Williams LLP 
ALungren@KingWilliamsLaw.com   
 

Shelley Ganaway 
Social Security Administration 
shelley.ganaway@ssa.gov 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Meghan Covert Russell 
Parker & Covert LLP 

mrussell@parkercovert.com 

 
Latika Sharma 

Department of Managed Health Care 
Latika.Sharma@dmhc.ca.gov 
 

Aminah Famili 
King Williams LLP 
AFamili@KingWilliamsLaw.com  

 
PROGRAMS 
Kelly Babineau 
The Law Office of Kelly Babineau 

kbabineau@klblawoffice.net 
 
Kristine Scribner 

Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith  
kmscribner@hotmail.com 
 

Kresta Daly 
Barth Daly LLP 
kdaly@btdlegal.com 

 
Jessica Graves 
Wing & Parisi Law 

Jessica@wingparisilaw.com 
 
PUBLICITY & COMMUNITY  
RELATIONS 

Christina Cortino 
Law Office of Christina E. Cortino 
christinacortino@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 
 

Katherine Underwood 
Sacramento City Attorney  

keunderwood235@gmail.com 
 
Suzanne Alves 

Alves Jacobson 
salves@alvesjacobsonllp.com 
 

Katie Konz 
Downey Brand 
kkonz@DowneyBrand.com 
 

Theresa Stein 
Dept. of Health Care Services 
Theresa.Stein@dhcs.ca.gov 
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2016 WLS Board Liaisons 

Judicial Liaison:   
Justice Andrea Hoch,  

Third District Court of Appeals 
 

Past-President Liaison:             

Jamie Errecart                        
Office of Administrative Hearings 

mailto:jhartmanking@kwgattorneys.com
mailto:Elizabeth.DietzenOlsen@sen.ca.gov
mailto:Lauren.Foust@MolinaHealthCare.com
mailto:lvlacey@lacey-law.com


 
2016 Membership Application 

January 1, 2016- December 31, 2016  
(If you join on or after October 1, 2015, you will get the remainder of 2015 FREE) 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
□ Please do not include my information in the membership directory 
□ New Member (Referred by: ____________________________) 
□ Renewal  

 
Name ________________________________ CA Bar Number ___________ Year Admitted ______ 
Firm/Office   
Address   
City _______________________________ State ____________________ Zip   
Phone ___________________________ Fax ____________________ Email   

Area(s) of Practice   
 
APPLICANT STATUS 

Active Member: (Member of the CA/Other State Bar, 
including retired attorneys and law school faculty) 
□  $55: 0-5 years in practice/gross income under 

$50,000 

Honorary Member: (Justices, Judges, WLS  
Past Presidents) 

□ Dues Waived 

□  $65: 6-10 years in practice 
□  $75: Over 10 years in practice 
□  $100 or more: sustaining donor 
□  $1500 or more: lifetime membership  
 
Associate Member: 
□  $25: Law school graduate not yet admitted to Bar 
□  FREE Law school student (Specify year: ______) 
  

Add-ons: 
□  $85 : California Women Lawyers dues 

(WLS Affiliate price ) 
□ CWL Law School Student Complimentary 

 
□  $____: Foundation donor  (tax deductible)  

 $____ TOTAL enclosed by check payable 
to WLS. Please return to  
WLS Membership, P.O. Box 936, 
Sacramento, CA 95812    

 
COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION 
Check those WLS committees in which you are interested in participating or receiving more information: 

□ Career Advancement & Retention 
□ Grants & Awards 
□ Development (WLS Foundation) 

□ Legislation & Bar Delegation 
□ Membership 
□ Newsletter 

□ Publicity/Community Relations 
□ Programs 
□ Judicial & Other Appointments 
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