
• 	� For your existing and potential clients. Certification as an appellate specialist distinguishes 
you from the pack and informs existing and prospective clients that you have the experi-
ence, knowledge, and reputation necessary to effectively handle cases in the appellate 
courts. Your status as a certified specialist will appear on your State Bar profile and other 
Bar resources and you will be able to declare your specialized status in professional  
profiles, advertisements, press releases, and business cards. 

 •    �For your colleagues. Certification tells your colleagues that you are recognized in your field and 
that you are a resource and can successfully take a case to the appellate level, as well as work 
at trial to develop and preserve the record.

Calling All Appellate Lawyers
NOW is the Time to Act. Get Certified!
Register today to take the examination to become a certified appellate specislist at  
www.californiaspecialist.org. Choose either the Appellate—Civil or Appellate—Criminal  
examination. The State Bar Board of Legal Specialization offers the written exam biannually 
and the next one is set for Tuesday, October 25, 2011. You won’t have another opportunity  
to take the exam before 2013.

After passing the examination, you will have eighteen months to document compliance with 
the experience, education and reference requirements, including: demonstrating that over a 
five-year period, you spent at least 25% of your practice on appellate work; meeting specific 
task and experience requirements regarding briefing, oral argument or service as an appellate 
justice or research attorney; (4) completing educational programs focused on appeals; and 
(5) identifying five attorneys and/or judges who can vouch for your expertise in appellate law. 

• 	� For yourself. Pursuing certification will hone and improve your appellate skills. Obtaining certifi-
cation may help you retain clients and attract new ones so that you can continue to do the kind 
of satisfying work that you enjoy. And courts have recognized that certification may justify higher 
rates for your appellate work.

For more information, contact 
our office at (415) 538-2120,  
view our website at

www.californiaspecialist.org 

or email us at

legalspec@calbar.ca.gov

 Get Certified:
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